
Port Sorell is situated at the centre of 

Tasmania’s North Coast, twenty minutes from 

Devonport, one hour from Launceston, The 

settlement, once dormant, now boasts more 

than 2000 residents. 
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Port Sorell History Group 

NARAWTAPU 
NATIONAL PARK 

 Originally known as the First Western River 

 Named in 1822 in honour of Lieut-Governor 

Sorell 

 Provided a haven for early navigators 

 Visited by birders, fishermen, wattle-barkers 

and lime burners 

 Nearby Northdown settled in 1828 

 First permanent residence on Rabbit Island in 

1834 



Leslie—107 tons built in 1867. One of 17 trading and 

fishing vessels built at Port Sorell. 

The Beach —A gala occasion in 1925 

Poyston—Magistrate’s house built in 1846 on the 

Shearwater Resort site. 

Take a walk along the foreshore or venture to Penguin Island when the tide is low. Swim in the 

river or fish from the pontoon or the beach. Launch a boat from the boat ramp and explore the 

estuary. Visit Narawntapu National Park, once the site of “Springlawn” farm from 1838 to 1975

Panatana Rivulet—a safe haven for boats. 

Discover Port Sorell

An Historical Overview

 Port Sorell was the home of the Punnilerpan-

ner tribe of Tasmanian aboriginals . 

 The Port Sorell Bowls Club is erected on the 

site of the first Police headquarters and 

Watch House which operated from 1844 

until 1853 

 During this time Port Sorell was the registra-

tion point for all births, deaths and marriages 

between Launceston and Emu Bay (Burnie) 

 In 1835, John Batman was weather bound at 

Port Sorell for 7 days before leaving to found 

a settlement in Victoria 

 The area declined during the latter decades 

of the 1800’s with many buildings being de-

stroyed by bushfires 

 A revival occurred from 1916 when the area 

was claimed by holiday makers. Shacks were 

built—a few of which still survive—and com-

munity events were organised. 

 During the 1940’s and 50’s, Port Sorell was 

the centre of a lucrative fishing industry with 

over 30 commercial fishing boats using the 

Port. 

Want to Know More? 

Read “A History of Port Sorell” 

Available at numerous outlets 


